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Abstract
With the end of the 20th century and the new perspective of the 21st century on the major issues
facing our civilisation, the interconnected global problems of the environment, energy supplies
and population growth loom large. The threat of global warming is starting to be tackled
through a series of international treaties including COP3 at Kyoto in 1998, and COP5 at Bonn in
2000. However, although the main growth in demand for energy in future is predicted to arise
in the developing countries, their participation in this activity has been very limited.
Electricity supply could be the key to a fundamental solution to these problems on a global scale,
but how to supply these countries with sufficient supplies in a clean form has not been
discussed.

The SPS 2000 project is intended to tackle this problem through collaboration between
economically advanced countries and developing countries around the equator. As such it
could become the trigger to a fundamental solution to the problem of global warming - for
which the participation of the developing countries is essential. To date some 10 equatorial
countries have shown strong interest in participating in SPS 2000 by providing sites for
microwave power receiving antennas, and through technical cooperation in their planning and
operation. Tanzania in east Africa, Maldives in the Indian ocean, Indonesia and Malaysia in
south east Asia, Papua New Guinea in Oceania, the Pacific island nations of Kiribati and Nauru,
and the south American countries of Ecuador with its Galapagos islands, Colombia with the
Andes, and Brazil with Amazonia are all waiting for Japan to commit to the project.
Consequently Japan now has the opportunity to play a key role in solving this critical global
problem, through forming an alliance with these equatorial countries to realise this
path-breaking project.
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