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Abstract 
There were several activities related to Solar Power Satellite in the world, especially in Europe, the 
U.S and Japan. In this paper activities in the U.S. and Europe will be reported. 
 
In the U.S. during the past year, there were a remarkable number of new activities related to SPS.  
For example, because of interest within the USAF (U.S. Air Force) Advanced Concepts Office and 
the DOD Energy Security IPT, there were a substantial number of briefings and discussions of 
“space-based solar power” (SBSP) within the Department of Defense.   
Web based study was conducted for the DOD National Security Space Office (NSSO).  This 
study resulted in a final report released on October 2007. Intensive discussions for SPS were 
conducted in MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) and in USAF (U.S. Air Force) academy. 
Also, the Space Solar Alliance for Future Energy was established in October 2007.   
First long distance experiment for wireless microwave transmission was conducted in Hawaii by 
John Mankins and his partners. The experiment was broadcasted by Discovery Channel in this fall. 
Unfortunately, substantial reductions in advanced space technology R&D within NASA continued 
and accelerated in the proposed FY 2009 NASA budget (sent to the Congress in February 2008). 
 
In Europe, there were only modest SSPS-focused activities during 2007.  There was continuing 
R&D in technology areas relevant to the requirements of space solar power systems.  These 
developments were sponsored by the European Space Agency, and were funded by various 
individual government agencies and companies.  In addition, in December 2007 ESA announced 
that it planned to continue its program of SPS studies and created a “by-invitation” website.  This 
decision led to an SPS workshop at ESTEC (the European Space Research and Technology 
Centre) on 29 February 2008. 

                                                  
1 Presented at the 11th SPS Symposium, 17-18 September, 2008 
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